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The Institutionalization of ASEAN Public Health Cooperation and Its Characteristics

TANG Bei LIANG Xiao

(School of International Relations and Public Affairs Shanghai International Studies University

Shanghai 200083; School of Law/Honors College Shanghai International Studies University Shanghai 200083)

Abstract: Endowed with unique economic political and natural conditions Southeast Asia has been faced with a series
of long—term risks in public health which pushes the establishment of a regional health cooperation mechanism based on
ASEAN.In the practice of tackling cross—border infectious diseases ASEAN has gradually developed a cooperation mecha—
nism within the framework of ASEAN Social and Cultural Community forming a practical path to promote cooperation in
specific fields through joint declarations and statements.The ASEAN health cooperation consists of rapid response to crisis
cooperation in information exchange and capacity building led by designated member states and solid partnership with non—
member states and international organizations which reveals the solidarity thereof and importance attached to the issue.
Meanwhile deep concerns about sovereignty inadequate cross—sectoral coordination and limitations of the overall level of
social development in Southeast Asia have confined the effectiveness of ASEAN regional health cooperation to a relatively
low level.In the course of tackling COVID—19 ASEAN promptly launched a dialogue as well as policy coordination at the
regional and cross—regional levels. However further cooperation in refining prevention and control policies through collective
actions remains a tentative plan.
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